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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Planning permission FUL/000246/23 was granted in May 2024, to build new 
infrastructure and to modify existing facilities at the Point of Ayr Terminal in Flintshire 
to operate with carbon dioxide (the Consented Development). The Consented 
Development forms part of the wider HyNet North West Project that will transport 
carbon dioxide captured from industries in North Wales and North West England. 
The captured carbon dioxide will be stored in depleted offshore gas reservoirs.  

A new Town and Country Planning Application is seeking re-authorisation for part of 
the same cable installation works, already consented under application 
FUL/000246/23, but on a new alignment below Gronant Dunes and Talacre Beach. 
These works will utilise the same construction methodology, but on a new alignment 
that is approximately 250 m further eastwards along Talacre Beach (the Proposed 
Development). 

This Environmental Studies Report supports the planning application for the 
Proposed Development by verifying that baseline conditions within the redline 
boundary, and the wider study area, are comparable to those established for the 
Consented Development. 

It provides a summary of the walkover surveys and desk studies undertaken to 
validate Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity, and Arboriculture information at the location 
of the Proposed Development. Information collected during the walkovers has been 
compared to that previously collected for the Consented Development, to determine 
whether the current environmental baseline at the Site remains comparable to that 
used in the assessments supporting the application for the Consented Development. 

This Environmental Studies Report also provides a brief Ecological Impact 
Assessment of the Proposed Development and associated mitigation measures, 
based on the baseline validation. Recommended mitigation measures relating to 
Cultural Heritage and Arboriculture are also provided. 

With regard to Cultural Heritage, four known non-designated historic assets are 
located within the red line boundary, including two Spitfire crash sites in the intertidal 
area. The Proposed Development avoids the location of these known archaeological 
assets. With avoidance, implementation of an archaeological watching brief, a 
Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries, and mitigation measures set out in the 
Construction Environment Management Plan, it is anticipated that the Proposed 
Development will have no significant effects on cultural heritage and archaeology 
receptors. 

For Biodiversity, although local variations occur, overall, the habitats recorded within 
the Site in 2025 closely match the habitat types and extents recorded for the 
Consented Development, during the 2021/2022 National Vegetation Classification 
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survey and intertidal phase 1 habitat survey. For this reason, it can be confirmed that 
the habitat baseline has not changed sufficiently for there to be any impacts on 
biodiversity beyond those identified for the Consented Development. During 
construction, any potential for temporary habitat loss and disturbance to designated 
sites, Section 7 Priority Habitats and Protected Species will be mitigated through best 
practices and project-specific measures such as implementing a Precautionary 
Working Method Statement, Biosecurity Risk Assessment, and Invasive Non-native 
Species Management Plan. 

The arboricultural data collected for the Consented Development has been remotely 
validated, with no additional trees or groups of trees reported within the red line 
boundary for the Proposed Development. This data (and surveys undertaken to 
inform the Biodiversity section) confirm the foreshore vegetation is identified as 
scrub. This also concludes that the proposed trenchless cable installation method is 
not expected to impact existing trees. If any unforeseen impacts arise post-
construction, mitigation measures outlined in the Outline Arboricultural Method 
Statement will be implemented. 

No further information was identified to significantly change the baseline. 

Overall, the environmental baseline recorded within the red line boundary during this 
validation exercise closely matches that recorded during surveys and desk studies 
undertaken to support the assessments within the application for the Consented 
Development. Therefore, it is concluded that across the environmental topics 
considered in this report, the baseline has not changed sufficiently for there to be any 
impacts beyond those identified for the Consented Development. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUND  

1.1.1. Liverpool Bay CCS Limited (the Applicant) was granted planning 
permission (Application Reference: FUL/000246/23), subject to 
planning conditions, in May 2024, to construct new infrastructure and 
modify existing facilities at the Point of Ayr (PoA) Terminal in Flintshire 
to operate with carbon dioxide (Consented Development). The 
Consented Development is one element of the HyNet North-West 
Project (The Project), which will transport carbon dioxide captured from 
industries in North Wales and North-West England. The captured 
carbon dioxide will be stored in depleted offshore gas reservoirs.  

1.1.2. The New Douglas offshore platform (OP) in Liverpool Bay, North Wales, 
proposed as part of the Project, requires the establishment of a 
combined electrical and fibre-optic cable connection to the OP. This 
infrastructure is essential for the reception and distribution of CO2 to 
the storage sites as part of the Project.  

1.1.3. Consequently, due to overlapping consenting regimes between the 
marine and terrestrial jurisdictions, the installation of these electrical 
and fibre optic cables, from the Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) line 
to the OP, also requires a Marine Licence from Natural Resources 
Wales’ (NRW) Marine Licensing Team. The Marine Licence was granted 
on 21 May 2025. 

1.1.4. In response to feedback received on the Marine Licence application for 
the marine component of the Project, the installation of the electrical 
and fibre optic cables has undergone a realignment to mitigate 
impacts on vessel traffic navigating in and out of the Port of Mostyn. 
NRW has granted a Marine Licence (Licence number: CML2365), on the 
revised alignment. 

1.1.5. The foreshore area of the revised alignment of the cable falls outside 
the Red Line Boundary (RLB) of the Consented Development, and a 
new Town and Country Planning Act (TCPA) application is proposed for 
the revised cable alignment in the foreshore area. The Proposed 
Development for the current TCPA application comprises “Installation 
of an underground section of Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) 
conduit under Gronant Dunes originating from the HDD Entry Pit 
(consented under FUL/000246/23), to a buried HDD Exit Pit at the 
Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) line, and burial of a combined 
electrical and fibre optic cable across Talacre Beach and intertidal 
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area to the Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS) line, located to the north-
west of the Point of Ayr (PoA) gas terminal”. 

1.2. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1.2.1. A pre-application consultation request ) was submitted 
by the Applicant to Flintshire County Council (FCC) on 17th March 2025 
which was followed by submission of a Screening Opinion Request 
(SCR/000421/25) on 9th May 2025. During the pre-application 
consultations with the FCC and NRW, if it was determined that the 
Proposed Development was not EIA development, then an 
Environment Studies Report should be prepared to validate the 
baseline conditions, and this be submitted in support of the Planning 
Application. 

1.2.2. FCC’s Screening Opinion (SCR/000421/25) on 30th May 2025 concluded 
that the Proposed Development will not have significant 
environmental impacts and therefore does not constitute EIA 
development. An Environment Statement has therefore not been 
prepared to support this application.  

1.2.3. The purpose of this Environment Studies Report is to provide FCC 
Planning with the requisite information to facilitate informed planning 
decisions. This report verifies that baseline conditions within the RLB of 
the Proposed Development (hereafter referred as The Site), and the 
wider study area, are comparable to those established for the 
Consented Development. 
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2. SCOPE AND METHODOLOGY 

2.1. SCOPE 

2.1.1. During the Environmental Impact Assessment undertaken for the 
Consented Development, key sensitive receptors related to Cultural 
Heritage, Biodiversity and Arboriculture topics were identified within 
close proximity to the Foreshore work area. The new TCPA application 
seeks re-authorization for this section of the Consented Development, 
maintaining the same scope of work and construction methodology 
previously approved under planning permission FUL/000246/23, but 
with a new alignment approximately 250 m further east along Talacre 
Beach. 

2.1.2. As part of the pre-application consultation, discussions were held with 
NRW on 21st March 2025 and FCC on 27th March 2025. It was agreed 
that validation surveys and a desk-based study would be conducted to 
compare the baseline conditions for the Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity 
and Arboriculture topics of the Proposed Development against those 
established and assessed for the Consented Development.  

2.1.3. This Environmental Studies Report summarises the baseline conditions 
of the sensitive receptors within Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity and 
Arboriculture topics, which have been validated through the desk-
based study, and walk-over survey. The report supports the planning 
application by comparing and verifying this baseline with respect to 
the Consented Development. The area of interest considered for this 
validation study includes the Site, as well as a wider study area of 1 km 
from the Site for Cultural Heritage receptors and 2 km from the Site for 
Biodiversity receptors. 

2.1.4. This report includes: 

• a description on the methodology adopted for baseline validation 
for three topics: Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity and Arboriculture; 

• a description of the baseline condition of the Consented 
Development; 

• results of validation survey and desk-based studies; 

• a comparison of the baseline of Proposed Development against that 
of the Consented Development; 

• an assessment of potential ecological impacts of the Proposed 
Development; and 

• recommendations and mitigation measures for all three topics 
covered in this report. 
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2.2. METHODOLOGY 

2.2.1. This report is informed by data collected during validation desk studies 
and walkover surveys conducted in April 2025 to inform the Cultural 
Heritage and Biodiversity topics. The methodology employed for 
validation desk studies and walkover surveys is further discussed in in 
Sections 4.2, 5.2 and 6.2 of this report. 



 

Point of Ayr Cable Route Foreshore Works Page 5 of 54 
Environmental Studies Report 

3. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.1. SITE DESCRIPTION 

3.1.1. The Proposed Development is located to the north-west of the PoA gas 
terminal in Flintshire. The Site (refer to Figure A.1, Annex A) 
encompasses approximately 0.42 km2 and includes the realigned cable 
route. This is comprised of, a horizontal directional drilling (HDD) 
conduit under Gronant Dunes, a HDD exit pit at Mean High Water 
Spring (MHWS), and the simultaneous lay and burial of the cables 
across the intertidal area extending from MHWS to Mean Low Water 
Spring (MLWS). Figure A.1, Annex A illustrates the Site in relation to the 
RLB of the Consented Development. 

3.1.2. The area around the Site is a combination of rural, urban and coastal 
landscapes. The A548 is located approximately 1 km to the south of the 
Site and is the closest major road. There are a number of small 
settlements located nearby, including Tanlan, Ffynnongroyw, Picton 
and Gwespyr to the south, and Tynymorfa to the west. The Point of Ayr 
Colliery is located 1.5 km south / south-east of the Site. 

3.2. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.2.1. The current Planning Application seeks re-authorisation for the same 
works, and same construction methodology already consented under 
planning permission FUL/000246/23, but on a new alignment that is 
approximately 250 m further eastwards along Talacre beach. The 
components of the Proposed Development, and associated 
construction activities are as follows:  

• Construction of part of a cable conduit under the Gronant Dunes 
using a trenchless HDD method of installation. 

• An HDD Exit Pit entailing installation, at approximately 3 m below 
beach level, of a temporary steel prefabricated containment sump, 
approximately 3 m x 3 m in width and length, to capture any drilling 
fluid emitted from the drilling process. This will have approximately 
10 m3 capacity. A cofferdam approximately 20 m x 20 m will be 
installed to enable construction of the Exit Pit. Reinstatement of the 
HDD Exit Pit beach area on completion.  

• The installation of a combined electrical and fibre optic cable within 
the HDD conduit.  

• The simultaneous lay and burial of the cable across Talacre Beach 
and intertidal area from the HDD Exit Pit to the MLWS line. 
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• The buried depth of the cables across the foreshore is anticipated to 
be a minimum of 2 m; however, the depth will be greater (minimum 
2.5 m) for the trenchless crossing to ensure sufficient depth to cross 
obstructions.   

3.2.2. The construction and operation of the cables beyond the MLWS 
through the marine environment is covered by a separate Marine 
Licence recently approved by NRW (CML2365).  

3.2.3. There are no other above or below ground structures proposed as a 
part of the Proposed Development.  

3.3. CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

3.3.1. The new underground foreshore cables will be installed broadly in a 
north-northwest direction from the HDD Entry Pit to the MLWS. The 
foreshore cables will be directly buried from the HDD Entry Pit to the 
MLWS at the intertidal area (and on to the Offshore New Douglas OP). 
The works from PoA Terminal to and including the HDD Entry Pit are 
consented under FUL/000246/23 and does not form part of the new 
TCPA application.  

3.3.2. The installation of the cables under the Gronant Dunes will utilise HDD 
equipment. This technique will be used to avoid causing disturbance to 
the ground surface, and disturbance to the ecologically sensitive dune 
system. The HDD process involves drilling a tunnel from an entry pit 
behind the dunes to an exit pit located just below the MHWS line. 

3.3.3. The exit pit for the Gronant dune system HDD on the intertidal side will 
be placed between 2- 3 m below ground level into the sand with 
temporary pumps and storage tanks sited close to the pit to contain 
any drilling fluid. As the pit will be at around the same depth as the 
proposed cable depth, and given the Applicant’s experience with 
similar installations, it is not expected that any external cable protection 
will be required.  

3.3.4. Access to the beach will be from the Talacre beach car park. Temporary 
matting will be placed to facilitate vehicle access within the Foreshore 
Area over the soft sand as necessary.  

3.3.5. The method for the installation of the cables across the intertidal area, 
given the known geological conditions, is to use a plough to 
simultaneously lay and bury the cable as it moves along the cable 
route. This is achieved by a cable laying vessel beaching on the 
intertidal area at the MLWS line. The cables will then be pulled by 
excavators, and guided on rollers pre-installed on the beach, pegged at 
approximately 3 m intervals. The cable will then be attached to the 
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HDD pulling equipment, located on the shoreward side of the dunes, 
and pulled to the HDD Exit Pit, and drawn through the HDD conduit 
under Gronant dunes to the HDD Entry Pit (consented under 
FUL/000246/23).  

3.3.6. Once the pull is complete, the cable laying vessel will use either the 
cable trencher or the plough, or combination of both, to 
simultaneously lay and bury the cable across the intertidal area. This is 
instead of the previously proposed method that would have been 
required to first lay the cables to the landfall, and then two vessel 
passages to bury the cables. This reduces potential disturbance from 
the cable laying vessel activities. As agreed with NRW, and the Port of 
Mostyn, during determination of the Marine Licence for these activities, 
this new alignment will avoid bird foraging areas, and disruption to the 
operations at Port of Mostyn.  

3.3.7. The intertidal works are envisaged to take up to 8 weeks. This is 
expected to be separated into two different periods: one for the 
Gronant dunes HDD works (estimated at around 4 weeks), and another 
for the cable pulls (estimated at around 4 weeks), during which certain 
locations will be closed off entirely to the public. Temporary diversions 
will be arranged across the dunes during this period for pedestrian use. 
As part of the construction works, a temporary fence will be erected to 
safeguard both the public and workforce and provide security of the 
works. This temporary fencing will be removed upon completion of the 
works. Traffic and access management including an Outline 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) has been consented 
under FUL/000246/23 and does not form part of the new TCPA 
application. 

Construction Schedule and Working Hours 

3.3.8. Subject to planning permission, it is anticipated that HDD conduit 
construction, and cable installation, will commence by end Q1 to Q3 
2026. The timing of the HDD Exit Pit works has been scheduled from or 
February to the beginning of April 2026, which is outside of the Little 
Tern breeding season. The cable shore pulls and simultaneous lay and 
burial by the cable laying vessel, are scheduled from mid July to August 
at the end of the Little Tern breeding season, close to their migratory 
departure. The preparation for the cable installation including site 
mobilisation is scheduled from early June. LBCCS will continue to work 
with its cable installation contractor to, as far as is reasonably 
practicable, sequence these works to occur either later in, or after, the 
breeding season.  
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3.3.9. Core working hours are proposed to be from 08.00 to 18.00 on 
weekdays (excluding bank holidays) and between the hours of 08:00 
and 13:00 on Saturdays for the construction of the Proposed 
Development. However, the duration of HDD conduit installation will 
require continual 24 hour working (consented under FUL/000246/23) 
to allow the work to be completed as safely and quickly as possible. The 
estimated duration of works for the trenchless works at the dunes is 2 
weeks and will also require a maximum of two consecutive nights (48-
hour period).  

3.3.10. To maximise productivity within core working hours, the Construction 
Contractor(s) will require a period of up to one hour before and up to 
one hour after core working hours for the start-up and close-down of 
activities. This will include, but not be limited to, deliveries, movement 
to place of work, unloading, maintenance and general preparation 
works. It will not include the operation of any plant or machinery likely 
to cause disturbance to residents or businesses. These periods will not 
be considered an extension of core working hours.  

Temporary Localised Construction Compounds and Site Access 

3.3.11. A temporary localised construction compound for the foreshore cables 
has been consented under FUL/000246/23 and does not form part of 
the new TCPA application. It will be in the Talacre Beach car park and 
used to provide access to the intertidal works area, for parking vehicles, 
and for welfare trailers. Facilities for the storage of oils, fuels or 
chemicals will be arranged within the consented temporary localised 
construction compound and will be stored on impervious bases and 
surrounded by impervious bund wall and located away from 
watercourses or water bodies. There will not be any storage of 
construction materials / chemicals / fuel within the Site or near to the 
Proposed Development in Gronant Dunes.  

3.3.12. Access to the intertidal works will be from the Talacre Beach car park 
and along the base of the dunes via the route identified and consented 
by the RLB in FUL/000246/23 and does not form part of the new TCPA 
application. 

Decommissioning  

3.3.13. When it reaches the end of its useful life (after 25 years) or is no longer 
required, the foreshore cables will be left in situ in the ground 
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4. CULTURAL HERITAGE 

4.1. INTRODUCTION  

4.1.1. This section provides an update and validation of the cultural heritage 
baseline for the Proposed Development, based on desk-based and site-
based validation studies, comparing these findings to the baseline 
recorded for the Consented Development.  

4.2. METHODOLOGY 

CULTURAL HERITAGE - WALKOVER SURVEY (METHODOLOGY) 

4.2.1. A walkover survey of the intertidal section of the Site was undertaken 
on 1 April 2025 to determine the extent of any visible surviving remains 
of known historic assets within the Site boundary and to assess the 
potential for previously unrecorded remains. The site visit extended 
beyond the Site for the purposes of scoping historic assets and their 
intervisibility with the Proposed Development. The survey was 
undertaken by trained and accredited heritage specialists.   

4.2.2. Updated Historic Environment Record data was not obtained to inform 
the survey and the updated baseline assessment. A review of the 
publicly available heritage data accessed on Archwilio (Heneb, 2025), 
the publicly accessible version of the Welsh heritage data which 
includes data held by Cadw, Coflein, the Royal Commission of Ancient 
and Historical Monument of Wales (RCAHMW), and Heneb, was 
undertaken to inform the baseline understanding of the Site.  

4.3. CONSULTATION 

4.3.1. Heneb: the Trust for Welsh Archaeology acts as the archaeological 
advisor for the Local Planning Authority (LPA). RCAHMW acts as the 
archaeological advisor for the Welsh Government regarding historic 
assets within the intertidal and marine environment. Both 
organisations were engaged regarding the revised cable alignment, as 
part of the Marine License application (Licence number: CML2365). The 
responses are provided in Annex B of this report.   

4.4. BASELINE OF CONSENTED DEVELOPMENT 

4.4.1. There were no known historic assets within the foreshore area of the 
Consented Development. The nearby foreshore area contained the 
remains of post-medieval shipwrecks, two Second World War aircraft 
crash sites, which are designated as Controlled Sites under the 
Protection of Military Remains Act 1986, and Second World War 
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defence remains in the form of pillboxes. The wreck record descriptions 
state that the locations of the wrecks have not been visually confirmed 
and are considered provisional. These wrecks were recorded as losses 
and may be found within the vicinity of the recorded location.  

4.4.2. The Consented Development baseline determined that there is 
moderate potential for prehistoric and later medieval remains, low to 
moderate potential for Roman remains, low potential for early 
medieval remains, and high potential for post-medieval and modern 
remains within the foreshore area of the Consented Site. 

4.5. BASELINE VALIDATION 

CULTURAL HERITAGE - WALKOVER SURVEY (BASELINE 
DESCRIPTION) 

4.5.1. A wooden object constructed of three and half planks of degraded 
wood, approximately 1.5 m in length, was observed in the Site near the 
Mean Low Water (MLW) line (Figure 4.1). This object appears to have 
been washed onto the Site during storm activity and is not considered 
to be indicative of associated further remains. 

 
Figure 4.1 - Wooden object found in southeast of the Site 

4.5.2. No archaeological remains were observed during the intertidal survey 
within the Site. 

Talacre Beach, The Warren, Pillbox II (HER ID 167158) 

4.5.3. The remains of the Talacre Beach, The Warren, Pillbox II asset (HER ID 
167158) was visited to determine the extent of surviving remains, and to 
confirm their location in relation to the alignment of the Proposed 
Development. The pillbox was dispersed in at least seven large pieces 
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and numerous small ones (Figure 4.2). Most of these pieces are located 
around the remains of the pillbox’s foundations. The remains are 
located adjacent to the route of the access track for the Consented 
Development (Figure 4.3) and will need to be avoided when the Site is 
accessed to prevent any impact on the historic asset.  

 
Figure 4.2 - Looking west at the remains of the Talacre Beach, The 
Warren, Pillbox II (HER ID 167158) 
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Figure 4.3 - Looking east toward the Talacre Beach, The Warren, 
Pillbox II (HER ID 167158) and the access track location of the 
Consented Development. 

 

Grade II listed Point of Ayr lighthouse (Cadw ID 520) 

The Grade II listed Point of Ayr lighthouse (Cadw ID 520) was visited to 
determine if any changes within the immediate setting had occurred 
that may have impacted the assessment. The Site is located closer to 
the listed building compared with the Consented Development and 
temporary construction works will be within an obstructed view from 
the listed building (Figure 4.4). 

4.5.4. Three stake alignments were observed in the intertidal zone between 
the Grade II listed Point of Ayr lighthouse and the Site (Figure 4.5, 
Figure 4.6). The alignments were not observed in previous walkover 
surveys of the area and are not recorded within the Welsh Historic 
Environment Record. 
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Figure 4.4 - View to the west from the Grade II listed Point of Ayr 
lighthouse toward the Site 

 

Figure 4.5 - Looking north at two stake alignments (one running 
east–west and one running north–south) 

 

Figure 4.6 - Looking east-southeast toward the third stake 
alignment and the Grade II listed Point of Ayr lighthouse 

4.6. REVISED BASELINE 

4.6.1. Two of the four known non-designated historic assets are located 
within the Gronant dune system of the Site consisting of the RAF 
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Talacre gunnery range (HER ID 142028) and Talacre Dunes well (HER ID 
37882).  

4.6.2. The other two known historic assets are located within the dunes and 
intertidal area of the Site: the crash sites of the Supermarine Spitfire I 
X4173 (Coflein ID 544351) and Supermarine Spitfire V P7692 (Coflein ID 
544352). The crash of the Supermarine Spitfire I X4173 in 1944 during 
firing practice resulted in the pilot’s death when the plane crashed into 
anti-glider poles and set off anti-personnel mines. The extent of the 
crash of the Supermarine Spitfire V P7692 is unclear in the record but 
no death is recorded. There is potential for debris from the crash sites 
to be scattered in the vicinity of the recorded locations and there may 
be minor inaccuracies in the crash location. There is potential for 
Second World War defence infrastructure remains within the Site. 
However, there were no visible remains of these historic assets 
observed within the Site during the 2025 walkover survey.  

4.6.3. There is uncertainty of the locations of post-medieval shipwreck 
records in the vicinity of the Site. The potential exists for remains of 
post-medieval wrecks to be buried within the alluvial deposits at the 
Site. However, here were no visible remains observed within the Site 
during the 2025 walkover survey. 

4.7. SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

4.7.1. The site walkover survey has confirmed that the determination of 
archaeological potential from the baseline established in the Historic 
Environment Desk-based Assessment of Environment Statement 
prepared by WSP (2023) for the Consented Development remains valid 
(see Section 4.4), as there is no further information to significantly 
change the baseline assessment of the archaeological potential. 

4.7.2. Archaeological survival across the Site is anticipated to be high, with 
potential archaeological remains buried within the alluvial tidal flat 
deposits. 

4.7.3. There is potential for the associated debris from the aircraft crash sites 
to be disturbed during the excavation of the HDD exit pit and 
installation of the cable. The current extent of the crash sites and the 
possible dispersal pattern of the remains has not been determined. 
Additionally, there is the potential for some minor variation in the crash 
location due to the age of record. The two aircraft crash sites are 
Controlled Sites under the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986. 
Where sites are within 100 m, permission to disturb the sites and any of 
the associated debris remains must be sought from the Ministry of 
Defence. This permission is granted under licence that is obtained from 
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the Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC), part of the 
Defence Business Services (DBS). The JCCC has confirmed that, given 
the cable alignment is over 100 m from the location of the crash sites, 
there would be no requirement to apply to them for a licence. 

4.7.4. The installation of the foreshore cables under the Gronant dune system 
will utilise a trenchless technique of HDD. The HDD tunnel is expected 
to extend into predominantly the Beach Sands and Alluvial Deposits, 
and possible the top of the Glacial Till. There will be limited potential for 
archaeological remains at the depth of the HDD and therefore no 
further mitigation is recommended.  

4.7.5. Excavation for the HDD exit pit and burial of the electrical cable would 
truncate or remove any currently unknown archaeological remains 
within their footprint. An archaeological watching brief will be 
conducted during the excavation of the HDD exit pit within the 
intertidal zone. The work would be carried out under a Written Scheme 
of Investigation that would require approval from the LPA and their 
archaeological advisor. 

4.7.6. A Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries (PAD) will be in place for the 
excavation of the cable trench through the intertidal zone. This will 
ensure that any archaeological remains impacted during the trench 
excavation are appropriately recorded and mitigated.  

4.7.7. Construction works may cause a temporary minor adverse impact on 
the setting of Point of Ayr Lighthouse through the introduction of noise 
and vibration as a result of construction related traffic and visual 
intrusion from plant and machinery; however, through the use of best 
practice and mitigation measures included in the Construction 
Environment Management Plan (CEMP), these impacts are anticipated 
to be not significant. 

4.7.8. The Proposed Development avoids the location of the known 
archaeological assets. With avoidance, implementation of an 
archaeological watching brief and PAD with other project specific 
mitigation measures set out in the CEMP, it is anticipated that the 
Proposed Development will have no significant effects on cultural 
heritage and archaeology receptors during the construction phase. 
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5. BIODIVERSITY 

5.1. INTRODUCTION  

5.1.1. This section provides an update and validation of the biodiversity 
baseline for the Proposed Development, presenting the findings of 
desk-based and site-based validation studies against the baseline 
conditions assessed for the Consented Development. The section also 
describes potential ecological impacts associated with the Proposed 
Development as well as measures to mitigate these. 

5.2. METHODOLOGY 

5.2.1. A desk-based study was undertaken by WSP in 2021 for the PoA 
Terminal and Foreshore Works, which was subsequently updated in 
2022. This was followed by a Phase 1 intertidal walkover survey 
undertaken on the 2nd and 3rd of April 2022, an Extended Phase 1 
Habitat Survey and species-specific surveys for Great Crested Newt, 
Bats, Otter and Water Voles, Winter birds, Natterjack Toad, Sand Lizard 
and Terrestrial Invertebrates. These studies and surveys informed the 
EIA and the baseline reported within the Environment Statement 
(WSP, 2023) for the Consented Development. The results and findings 
of these studies and surveys have been validated and cross-checked by 
undertaking an Updated Desk Study and Walkover Surveys as 
described in the following sections. 

UPDATED DESK STUDY  

5.2.2. The updated desk-study was undertaken in April 2025 to review 
existing ecological baseline information for the Site and surrounding 
study area. The desk study also included additional information 
collected on a voluntary basis provided by the Applicant (



 

Point of Ayr Cable Route Foreshore Works Page 17 of 54 
Environmental Studies Report 

Table 5-1). In the absence of protected species surveys, the desk-study 
for protected species has been incorporated into the results.  
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5.2.3. Along with the data sources in Table 5.1, the following additional data 
sources were used to inform the desk study of Aquatic and Intertidal 
Ecology: 

• Contemporary OS maps; 

• Geology and soil maps; 

• Current aerial photography; 

• NRW Marine Fish Surveys Database; 

• NRW Freshwater Fish Surveys Database; 

• Environment Agency Fish National Fish Population Database 
(NFPD): TraC Fish Counts for all Species for all Estuaries and all years; 

• National Biodiversity Network (NBN) Wales; and  

• Nature on the Map for designated areas, habitats and species, 
landscape and marine data. 

TERRESTRIAL ECOLOGY – WALKOVER SURVEY 

5.2.4. A walkover survey of the Survey Area was undertaken on the 8th and 9th 
April 2025 by two experienced habitat surveyors. This survey updated 
and validated the results of the 2021/2022 terrestrial ecology surveys for 
the Consented Development, alongside mapping additional habitats 
associated with the Site. The lead surveyor is a full member of the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 
(CIEEM), with 20 years’ experience within ecological consultancy and 
holds a Level 5 Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland (BSBI) Field 
Identification Skills Certificate (FISC). The surveyor has also previously 
held the post of county bryophyte recorder for Cheshire (vice-county 
58) and is a member of the BSBI, the British Bryological Society (BBS) 
and the British Lichen Society (BLS). 

5.2.5. Figure A.2 of Annex A shows the planning application area for the 
Consented Development, with the solid red line showing the planning 
RLB for the Proposed Development. For the purposes of the walkover 
surveys, the RLB area was divided into two sections: the terrestrial 
ecology survey area (green dotted line) and the aquatic and intertidal 
ecology survey area (yellow dotted line).  

5.2.6. The terrestrial survey was conducted on the shoreward side of the 
MHWS line. The Survey Area included land within the Site, up to the 
northern edge of the dune system and included a 50 m buffer. This 
included sand dune and scrub habitat 200 m further east of the 
Consented Development, which was not included within the original 
Phase 1 habitat survey in 2021, although was included within the 
National Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey in 2021/2022. At the 
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time, it was decided to extend the NVC survey further west to 
incorporate dune slacks within the sand dunes. This was because dune 
slacks are formed where the water table within the dunes extends up 
towards the surface and they are highly dependent upon the 
hydrology of the site. It was thought that HDD could possibly affect the 
hydrology of the dunes, so the extra habitat containing the slacks was 
included. 

5.2.7. The habitats were recorded using a combination of Phase 1 Habitat 
(JNCC., 2010) and UKHabitat (UKHab) (UKHab Ltd., 2023) methodology. 
Both methods were utilised to allow the original Phase 1 Habitat 
mapping from the Consented Development to be extended and 
compared with the habitats within the Site. Phase 1 mapping will also 
feed into any future Net Benefit for Biodiversity (NBB) assessments as 
this method of collection is preferred in Flintshire. UKHab was also 
employed to allow for the collection of condition assessment data.  

5.2.8. In addition to the habitat mapping, the potential for presence of, or 
habitats to support, legally protected and Priority Species was assessed 
using knowledge from the 2021 and 2022 surveys, desk study results, 
and incidental field observations during the 2025 walkover survey. The 
assessment of habitat suitability for protected and Priority Species was 
based on professional experience and judgment. This was 
supplemented by standard sources of guidance on habitat suitability 
assessment for key faunal groups (CIEEM, 2012). 

5.2.9. During the walkover, any incidental observations of Invasive Non-
Native Species (INNS) were also recorded and their locations noted, 
although a full survey for invasive species was outside the scope of this 
walkover survey. INNS are defined as species which are included within 
Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) or 
Schedule 2 of the Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and Permitting) 
Order 2019.  

5.2.10. In this report names of vascular plants follow Stace (2019) with 
bryophytes following Blockeel et al. (2021) and lichens following Smith 
et al. (2009). 

AQUATIC AND INTERTIDAL ECOLOGY – WALKOVER SURVEY  

5.2.11. A walkover survey was conducted on the seaward side of the MHWS 
line to validate the results of the 2022 and 2023 surveys, and map 
additional areas within the Site. This survey was conducted on the 2nd 
April 2025 by a suitably qualified and experienced marine ecologist 
with 8+ years of experience in undertaking marine ecology surveys. The 
validation survey was undertaken following methods described in the 
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JNCC Marine Monitoring Handbook for in situ biotope recording. The 
survey was undertaken during a 0.9 m spring tide and included the 
collection of target notes and georeferenced photographs of ecological 
features and habitat types. In addition to the collection of target notes, 
onsite investigation of sediment for macrofauna was undertaken 
including sieving of substrate and recording of species.  

5.2.12. The results of the survey undertaken on the 2nd April 2025, were 
compared to the results of the Intertidal phase 1 habitat survey 
conducted on the 2nd and 3rd April 2022.  

LIMITATIONS  

5.2.13. Ecological survey data is typically valid for 18 months unless otherwise 
specified, for example if conditions are likely to change more quickly 
due to ecological processes, mobile species or anticipated changes in 
management (CIEEM, 2019). The targeted species surveys completed in 
2021 and 2022 in support of the Consented Development are now 
considered to be out-of-date and therefore the conclusions of this 
report are based on the 2025 walkover survey supplemented by 
updated desk study records and voluntary survey reports provided by 
ENI.  

5.2.14. Species records held by local biological record centres are often 
incidental records or collected on a voluntary basis. Absence of a record 
of a particular species does not necessarily confirm absence of that 
species. 

5.2.15. The terrestrial ecology walkover survey was completed at the start of 
the optimal survey season for habitat survey, generally accepted to be 
from April-September (inclusive). Botanical surveys are seasonally 
limited, and throughout the spring and summer period certain species 
will be more or less evident at different times (i.e. depending on the 
flowering season). However, it is considered that sufficient information 
was gathered to enable an assessment of the habitat types present, in 
line with standard habitat categories, and the potential for these 
habitats to support protected or Priority Species.  

5.2.16. During the aquatic and intertidal ecology walkover, no voucher 
specimens were retained to be identified by a laboratory during the 
aquatic validation survey. However, detailed photographs detailing 
diagnostic features were recorded during the survey to accurately 
identify species. In addition, all species identified within the field were 
common and widespread in the environments surveyed.  
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5.3. BASELINE OF CONSENTED DEVELOPMENT 

TERRESTRIAL ECOLOGY  

5.3.1. The surveys undertaken in 2021 and 2022 identified the following 
habitat types within the Consented Development boundary on the 
shoreward side of the MHWS line:  

• Dense scrub;  

• Improved grassland;  

• Saltmarsh/dune interface;  

• Open dune;  

• Species-poor intact hedge; and  

• Bare ground.  

5.3.2. The saltmarsh/dune interface, open dune, and hedgerow habitats all 
qualify as Section 7 Priority Habitats. In addition, the Atlantic salt 
meadows component of the saltmarsh/dune interface is an Annex I 
habitat forming part of the Dee Estuary Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC).  

5.3.3. A National Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey was also undertaken 
in 2021 and 2022 of the dune system which classified nine NVC habitat 
communities. This included habitats which accord with Annex I 
habitats6. A targeted petalwort Petalophyllum ralfsii survey was also 
undertaken but the species was not observed during the survey and 
assessed as absent. Petalwort is an Annex II species that is also a 
qualifying feature of the Dee Estuary SAC.  

5.3.4. The INNS, montbretia Crocosmia crocismiiflora which is listed on 
Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), was 
recorded during the walkover survey along with several other non-
native neophtyte species, which are invasive but are not listed on 
schedule 9.  

5.3.5. The habitats were assessed suitable to support the following protected 
species:  

• Bats;  

• Birds including barn owls Tyto alba;  

• Amphibians including natterjack toads Epidalea calamita and 
great crested newts Triturus cristatus;  

• Reptiles including sand lizards Lacerta agilis;  

• Otters Lutra lutra;  



 

Point of Ayr Cable Route Foreshore Works Page 23 of 54 
Environmental Studies Report 

• Water voles Arvicola amphibius;  

• Invertebrates including the sandhill rustic moth Luperina nickerlii; 
and  

• Other mammals such as hedgehogs Erinaceus europaeus, polecats 
Mustela putorius, brown hare Lepus europaeus and harvest mouse 
Micromys minutus.  

5.3.6. A suite of targeted species surveys was undertaken during 2021 and 
2022 in relation to the above ecology receptors to support the 
Consented Development.  

AQUATIC AND INTERTIDAL ECOLOGY 

5.3.7. The surveys undertaken in April 2022 identified four habitats/biotopes 
within the Consented Development:  

• Talitrids on the upper shore and strand-line;  

• polychaete/bivalve-dominated muddy sand shores;  

• barren or amphipod-dominated mobile sand shores; and  

• Macoma balthica and Arenicola marina in littoral muddy sand.  

5.3.8. In addition to the habitats identified by the surveys, a number of 
marine species were identified, including:  

• Green shore crab Carcinus maenas; 

• Blow lugworm Arenicola marina; 

• Baltic Tellin Macoma balthica; 

• Thin tellin Macomangulus tenius; 

• Bristle worm Lagis koreni; 

• Sand mason worms Lanice conchilega; 

• Tube worm Owenia fusiformis; 

• Common cockle Cerastoderma edule; 

• Brown shrimp Crangon crangon; 

• Juvenile flounder Platuchthys flesus; 

• Common periwinkle Littorina littorea; 

• Scrobicularia plana; 

• A single juvenile blue mussel Mytillus edulis and;  

• A single necklace shell Polinices catenus (now Euspiracatena).  

5.3.9. The species recorded during the April 2022 surveys are all common and 
representative of the habitats recorded during the surveys. No Invasive 
non-native species were recorded during the surveys.  
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5.4. BASELINE VALIDATION 

UPDATED DESK STUDY  

Habitat  

Statutory designated sites 

5.4.1. The Proposed Development is located within the Dee Estuary SPA, SAC 
and Ramsar site, and directly adjacent to Liverpool Bay SPA. Table C.1, 
Annex C and Figure A.3 , Annex A show details and locations of 
internationally designated sites within 10 km of the Proposed 
Development. 

The Proposed Development is located within the Gronant Dunes and 
Talacre Warren SSSI and directly adjacent to the Dee Estuary SSSI. 
Table C.2, in Annex C, and Figure A.4, in Annex A,  show details and 
locations of nationally or locally statutory designated sites within 2 km 
of the Proposed Development. 

Non-statutory and other designated sites 

5.4.2. The following non-statutory designated sites are located within 2 km of 
the Proposed Development: 

• Talacre Abbey and Woods Wildlife Site for Flintshire, approximately 
500 m south-west; 

• Tanlan Banks and Ffynnongroyw Woods Wildlife Site for Flintshire, 
approximately 1 km south-east. 

5.4.3. In addition, other nature reserves include: 

• Big Pool Wood North Wales Wildlife Trust Reserve (NWWT); 
approximately 1 km west. 

• Dee Estuary RSPB Reserve, 1.2 km east. 

5.4.4. Table C2, in Annex C, and Figure A.5, Annex A show details and 
locations of non-statutory designated sites and other designated sites 
within 2 km of the Proposed Development. 

Section 7 Priority Habitats 

5.4.5. The following Section 7 Priority Habitats are located within 2 km of the 
Proposed Development (see Figure A.6, Annex A ): 

• Intertidal mudflats, within the Site; 

• Sand dunes, within the Site; 

• Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh, the nearest area is located 
250 m to the south of the Site; 
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Warren Farm adjoining the southern edge of the Proposed 
Development. 

5.4.11. The 2023-2024 data from Warren Farm is therefore the most relevant 
to an assessment of the current ornithological baseline within and 
adjacent to the Proposed Development.  

5.4.12. Warren Farm remains a working farm with a tenant farmer. Generally, 
the farm holds grazing cattle during the summer months and sheep 
during the winter, when the cattle are kept inside various sheds. The 
fields are designed to be seasonally flooded from September to March 
via an irrigation system installed when the gas pipeline was laid. The 
irrigation system was constructed as part of the mitigation works for 
the PoA gas terminal. As a result, new habitats have been created 
which, when flooded, are ideal for feeding and roosting waders and 
wildfowl. The two large, lined ponds (located approximately 360 m 
south of the new Proposed Development) are provided for waders and 
wildfowl throughout the winter period. 

5.4.13. Wildfowl species usually present include teal, wigeon, mallard, tufted 
duck, shoveler and pintail. Wader species include curlew, oystercatcher, 
redshank, lapwing and black-tailed godwit. The hedgerows 
surrounding the farm support foraging migratory thrush and passerine 
species such as redwing and fieldfare. 

5.4.14. The seven key species at Warren Farm are teal, mallard, oystercatcher, 
golden plover, curlew, lapwing and redshank. A further two species of 
increasing significance, black-tailed godwit and wigeon have also been 
included as key species in more recent years. 

5.4.15. During 2023/24 teal and mallard (two of the three key duck species) 
were present for six months of the season and wigeon from October 
onwards. All three species saw increases on the previous season. 
Mallard saw the highest peak count since 2016/17 and wigeon the 
highest since 2020/21. Both wigeon and teal peaked in December and 
mallard in October. Exceptionally wet conditions and well-flooded fields 
suit these dabbling ducks. A further seven duck species were recorded 
during the season with a single drake smew Mergellus albellus present 
during January and February. Shoveler occurred throughout the 
season with a peak count of 23 in December and tufted duck were 
present during all months except October and peaked with nine birds 
in January. Gadwall were present in September and February to March. 
Pintail were present in the last three months of the season with a peak 
count of two birds. A high count of 20 shelduck occurred in March with 
this species also present in December and February in lower numbers. 
A single goosander Mergus merganser was recorded in November. 
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5.4.16. Results from the 2023/24 bird monitoring show that the land 
immediately to the south of the Survey Area (Warren Farm) continues 
to provide valuable wintering habitat for wildfowl and waders. 

Gronant Little Terns 

5.4.17. For the past 21 years Denbighshire Countryside Services has 
undertaken measures to protect the little tern colony. This species is 
listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended) and a qualifying species for both the Dee Estuary and 
Liverpool Bay SPAs, at Gronant Beach, where the largest breeding 
colony of the species in Wales is located. The site is internationally 
important as it contributes to over 10% of the entire UK breeding 
population of little tern as well as supplementing other colonies. 

5.4.18. Information from the Gronant Little Tern Report 2020 (North Wales 
Little Tern Group, 2020) was included within the Consented 
Development, but some information regarding more recent tern data 
is provided below. An updated (post 2020) Gronant Little Tern Report 
was not available at the time of writing.  

5.4.19. The 2022 season saw 211 breeding pairs recorded, the highest count 
seen at Gronant, marking an increase of 23.4% from the previous count 
in 2018. In addition, a total of 209 fledglings were confirmed, the second 
highest recorded at Gronant. The baseline for sustaining a little tern 
colony is widely accepted to be 0.74 fledgelings per pair (FPP), and this 
season’s colony saw a figure of 0.99 FPP, providing an encouraging sign 
about the future of these endangered birds. 

5.4.20. 2022 also saw also the most successful year for colour ringing chicks, 
with 93 chicks colour ringed, and a total of 236 chicks ringed with 
British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) rings (only one chick less than the 
previous highest year, 2021. (Denbighshire County Council, 2022). 

5.4.21. Work started in April 2025 to prepare Gronant beach for the annual 
arrival of the little terns. Volunteers and Denbighshire council staff are 
building a 3.5 km perimeter compound around the tern colony. 

5.4.22. For extra security, 3 km of electric fencing will be used to create 11 pens 
on a shingle ridge amongst the sand dunes near Gronant. The work is 
part of a two-decade bid to safeguard the area's little terns, which are 
due to fly in from west Africa at the end of April into May. As the birds 
rear their young in shallow scrapes in the shingle, they are extremely 
vulnerable to any kind of disturbance. At the end of the season the 
fencing will be removed to ensure a no-trace policy within the SSSI. A 
visitors’ centre will be built on the dunes, alongside a hide, so that the 
public can view the colony from a safe distance. 
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Otter and Water Vole 

5.4.34. During the 2025 surveys there were no watercourses recorded within 
the Proposed Development Survey Area. The closest suitable 
watercourses are 275 m south of the Proposed Development. 

5.4.35. Two post 2022 records of otter were returned within 2 km of the 
Proposed Development, with the latest record being from 01/03/23, 
located at SJ 1195 8410, approximately 800 m south-east in 
woodland/watercourse near the gas terminal. 

5.4.36. One record of water vole was returned from 23 January 2024 at the old 
PoA colliery site, at SJ 123 836, 1,403 m south-east of the Proposed 
Development.  

5.4.37. Whilst there were no watercourses present within the Proposed 
Development Survey Area the scrub and dune habitat provide suitable 
foraging and commuting habitat for otters. The presence of otters 
cannot be discounted due to the suitable watercourses within the 
proximity of the Survey Area.  

5.4.38. There was no suitable habitat for water voles within the Proposed 
Development Survey Area. 

  





 

Point of Ayr Cable Route Foreshore Works Page 34 of 54 
Environmental Studies Report 

5.4.44. Sections were visited weekly through April to May and September to 
October. No surveys were scheduled between June and August. The 
rota was structured in this way so that the sites were monitored weekly 
during the period from mating to egg-laying when the lizards are 
easiest to find and, in the autumn, when juveniles are present, but not 
over the summer when prevailing weather conditions and the lizards’ 
behaviour make them much harder to see. 

5.4.45. Results in 2024 for the Talacre Dunes survey section consisted of nine 
sand lizard sightings and 36 common lizard sightings. This compares 
with one sand lizard and 26 common lizards in 2023, four sand lizards 
and 17 common lizards in 2022, two sand lizards and 28 common 
lizards in 2021 and no sand lizards and nine common lizards in 2020. At 
the Presthaven Sands survey section 19 sand lizards and 69 common 
lizards were recorded, whilst no sand lizards were recorded within the 
Gronant Dunes section in 2024 or 2023. 

5.4.46. The desk study data and the species specific ENI reports show that the 
Proposed Development Survey Area still provides suitable habitat for 
natterjack toads, sand lizards and common lizards and that they 
remain present at the Site.   

Invertebrates 

5.4.47. Cofnod data included a total of 258 notable invertebrate records which 
are summarised in Table 5-5. Notable invertebrates are listed below by 
virtue of status conferred by inclusion on the following lists: 

• WSF-IN: Welsh SSSI invertebrate features; 

• RDB-NA: Red data book-Notable A; 

• RDB-NB: Red data book-Notable B; 

• RDB-NS: Red data book-Nationally scarce; 

• RDB-NR: Red data book-Nationally rare; 

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Section 7 species; 

• UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) species; 

• RL-NT: International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)Red 
list-Near threatened; 

• RL-VU: IUCN red list-Vulnerable; and 

• RL-DD: IUCN red list-Data deficient. 
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Foredunes 

5.4.56. The entire length of the front of the dunes within the Proposed 
Development Survey Area was walked (along the beach) to check for 
the presence of embryonic shifting dunes. This habitat type equates to 
UKHab s3a5 embryonic shifting dunes, Annex I embryonic shifting 
dunes (H2110) and NVC communities SD4 Elymus farctus ssp. boreali-
atlanticus foredune community and SD5 Leymus arenarius mobile 
dune community. There is no separate classification to separate this 
habitat type from open dunes in Phase 1 methodology.  

5.4.57. Embryonic shifting dunes were recorded along the seaward edge of 
the dunes in 2021/22 (with small amounts of the NVC SD4 Elymus 
farctus ssp. boreali-atlanticus foredune community being present) but 
were absent in 2025 during the walkover. Kim Norman of ENI informed 
the surveyors that large sections of foredunes had collapsed during 
storms over the winter of 2024/25, which accounted for the absence of 
embryonic shifting dunes. 

Mobile dunes 

5.4.58. The majority of habitat within the Survey Area was classified as s3a6 
shifting dunes with marram (UKHab). This equates to H6.8 open dune 
in Phase 1 and constitutes the Annex I habitat; shifting dunes with 
marram (H2120).  

5.4.59. The NVC communities SD6 Ammophila arenaria mobile dune 
community and SD7 Ammophila arenaria-Festuca rubra semi-fixed 
dune (NVC) were recorded during the NVC survey in 2021/22, both of 
which comprise shifting dunes with marram. The SD6 community is 
present across the younger dunes, nearer to the sea, with SD7 forming 
on more mature dunes, further back. The only constant species within 
the SD6 community is marram grass Ammophila arenaria, sometimes 
with sparse coverage and no other species present. The SD7 
community normally has more dense coverage of marram and is far 
more species-rich than SD6, with a wide range of species growing 
between the marram shoots. 

5.4.60. The shifting dunes with marram habitat (including SD6 and SD7) 
extended from the front of the dunes, south to the tarmac access track 
which runs parallel with the sand dunes. A species list with DAFOR 
scores for this habitat is presented in Annex C, Table C.3. 

Dune slacks 

5.4.61. Within the shifting dunes with marram/open dunes there were three 
well-defined dune slacks in the eastern half of the Survey Area. A 
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species list with DAFOR scores for this habitat is presented in Annex C, 
Table C.4. These were classified as humid dune slacks s3a3 within 
UKHab and dune slack H6.4 in Phase 1. This habitat constitutes the 
Annex I habitat, humid dune slacks (H2190). The middle slack was 
partially enclosed by a post and wire fence around its northern section, 
whilst the southern section was un-fenced. Consequently, the 
vegetation coverage was far thicker in the fenced section, at the time of 
the walkover, with a thick carpet of pointed spear-moss Calliergonella 
cuspidata present within the fenced area. 

5.4.62. In the 2021/22 NVC survey, the SD14 Salix repens-Campylium stellatum 
dune slack community and the SD16 Salix repens-Holcus lanatus dune 
slack community were recorded within the dune slacks. Areas 
dominated by pointed spear-moss would also seem to indicate an 
affinity with the SD15 Salix repens-Calliergon cuspidatum dune-slack 
community. 

5.4.63. A full NVC re-survey of the area would require further quadrat sampling 
to map the extent of the different NVC communities present, but 
annual dune slack vegetation monitoring surveys undertaken in 
August 2024 (Duffell, 2024) provided Modular Analysis of Vegetation 
Information System (MAVIS) similarity co-efficients, within sampling 
quadrats of over 50% for the SD14, SD15 and SD16 communities. The 
2024 survey found that the SD16d Salix repens-Holcus lanatus dune-
slack community-Agrostis stolonifera sub-community was present in 
the majority of quadrats, although some were transitional with SD14 
Salix repens-Campylium stellatum dune-slack community. This is 
consistent with the findings of the 2021/22 NVC survey. 

Dune grassland 

5.4.64. A long, narrow strip of short grassland, which ran east to west across 
the middle of the shifting dunes with marram/open dunes and 
between two of the dune slacks was recorded during the walkover. This 
shorter grassland was dominated by red fescue Festuca rubra and was 
classified as s3a7 dune grassland in UKHab, which equates to H6.5 
dune grassland in Phase 1 and comprises the Annex I habitat, dune 
grassland (H2130).  

5.4.65. It appeared to resemble the NVC community; SD8 Festuca rubra-
Galium verum fixed dune grassland, which was recorded during the 
2021/22 NVC surveys. This short grassland strip included most of the 
locations that the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
Schedule 8 liverwort: petalwort Petalophyllum ralfsii was last recorded 
in 2011. This species was searched for during 2022 NVC surveys and 
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during the 2025 walkover survey but was not re-found on either 
occasion.  

5.4.66. Another strip of short dune grassland was recorded directly to the 
north of the tarmac access track, which was fenced for most of its 
length, due to it containing ten ponds which are managed for 
natterjack toads. A species list with DAFOR scores for the dune 
grassland habitat is presented in Annex C, Table C.5. Details of plant 
species growing within and around the natterjack ponds are given 
under ‘other habitats’ below. 

Dense scrub 

5.4.67. To the south of the access track, the habitat consisted predominantly of 
dense scrub classified as h3h mixed scrub in UKHab and A2.1 
dense/continuous scrub in Phase 1. There were also some more open 
patches, dominated by false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius between 
less dense scrub patches and towards the north-east of the mapped 
dense scrub area. A species list with DAFOR scores for the dense scrub 
and patchy grassland habitat is presented in Annex C, Table C.7. 

5.4.68. The scrub consisted mostly of bramble Rubus fruticosus, with frequent 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and 
grey willow Salix cinerea. Some individual larger trees or small tree 
groups were also present and were recorded and condition assessed 
separately for use during NBB assessment.  

5.4.69. The habitat present during the 2025 walkover corresponded to habitat 
recorded during the NVC survey, with this area being classified in the 
2022 NVC survey as a mosaic of MG1 Arrhenatherum elatius grassland, 
W24 Rubus-Holcus undershrub, W2 Salix-Betula-Phragmites woodland 
and W6 Alnus-Urtica woodland. 

Modified grassland 

5.4.70. To the south of the dense scrub, there was a large, pasture field at 
Warren Farm, classified as g4 modified grassland in UKHab and B4 
improved grassland in Phase 1. It is not within the Site but is within the 
Survey Area.  

5.4.71. The field was species-poor and dominated by perennial rye-grass 
Lolium perenne and white clover Trifolium repens, giving a close match 
to the NVC community MG7 Lolium perenne leys, as it did during the 
2022 NVC survey. A species list with DAFOR scores for the modified 
grassland is presented in Annex C, Table C.6. 
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Intertidal habitat 

5.4.72. Immediately to the north of the open dune/shifting dunes with 
marram, the Survey Area encompassed a strip of beach. This strip 
would be classified as t2d5 intertidal mudflats and sandflats in UKHab 
and as H1.1 intertidal mud/sand in Phase 1. This habitat constitutes 
Annex I intertidal mudflats and sandflats (H1140). 

5.4.73. The mud and sand habitat extends northwards towards the sea 
covering most of the intertidal area within the Proposed Development. 
These habitats are covered in detail in the section Aquatic and 
Intertidal Ecology- walkover below. 

Other habitats 

5.4.74. Other habitats present included ten small ponds which have been 
excavated as breeding habitat for natterjack toads. They were located 
within a fenced area of short dune grassland, to the north of the tarmac 
footpath which runs east to west across the Survey Area. The ponds 
would be classified as r1 standing open water and canals in UKHab and 
G1 standing water in Phase 1. 

5.4.75. The ponds were recorded and condition assessed separately for the 
NBB assessment, but aquatic/marginal plant species recorded in and 
around the ponds included creeping willow, stonewort (unidentified 
Charophyte species growing within some ponds), yellow iris Iris 
pseudacorus, pointed spear-moss, unidentified marsh orchids 
Dactylorhiza sp., blunt-flowered rush Juncus subnodulosus, soft rush 
Juncus effusus, hard rush Juncus inflexus and brookweed Samolus 
valerandi.  

5.4.76. Other mapped habitats included a caravan site; u1 built-up areas and 
gardens in UKHab and J3.4 caravan site in Phase 1 and a tarmac 
footpath (u1b developed land; sealed surface in UKHab and hard 
standing in Phase 1). 

Invasive Non-Native Species 

5.4.77. INNS were also recorded and are highlighted in the species lists in 
Annex C. The only Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 
Schedule 9 species recorded within the Site was montbretia Crocosmia 
x crocosmiiflora, which was present on the open dune/shifting dunes 
with marram. Japanese rose Rosa rugosa was widespread along dunes 
and grassland to the east of the Site but was not present within the 
Site. 
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5.4.78. Another nine non-native neophyte species which do not appear on 
Schedule 9 were recorded on the open dune/shifting dunes with 
marram and dune grassland, including: 

• Snow-in summer Cerastium tomentosum; 

• Spanish bluebell Hyacinthoides hispanica; 

• Bearded iris Iris germanica; 

• Red hot poker Kniphofia uvaria; 

• Garden lupin Lupinus polyphyllus; 

• Flowering currant Ribes sanguineum; 

• Canadian goldenrod Solidago canadensis; 

• Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus; and  

• Lilac Syringa vulgaris. 

AQUATIC AND INTERTIDAL ECOLOGICAL WALKOVER 

5.4.79. The walkover survey undertaken on the 2nd April 2025 identified 
broadly similar habitats present to those identified within the April 2022 
surveys (Talitrids on the upper shore and strand-line, 
Polychaete/bivalve-dominated muddy sand shores, Barren or 
amphipod-dominated mobile sand shores Macoma balthica and 
Arenicola marina in littoral muddy sand). Refer to Figure A.9, Annex A. 

5.4.80. Potential changes were present along the base of the dunes, which 
had been previously recorded as having a berm and backshore 
present; this was absent during the 2025 visit and was replaced by a 
steep backshore and band of cobbles and pebbles which varied in 
width from 5-10 m. This was likely exposed during recent storms which 
resulted in the erosion of the embryo dunes recorded in the previous 
surveys. This area of exposed cobbles and pebbles is landward of the 
proposed HDD exit pit, therefore will not be impacted by the Proposed 
Development and is unlikely to change the conclusions of the 
Consented Development.  

5.4.81. In addition to the habitats identified, the following species were 
identified during the validation survey:  

• Blow lugworm Arenicola marina;  

• bristle worm Lagis koreni;  

• sand mason worms Lanice conchilega;  

• nephtys worm;  

• European mud scud Corophium volutator;  

• common periwinkle Littorina littorea; and  
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However, given the depth and small diameter of the cable/conduit 
proposed, any impact is likely to be minimal and localised in extent.  

OPERATIONAL PHASE 

5.5.6. Given the nature of the Proposed Development, operation of the cables 
would lead to the generation of electromagnetic fields (EMF). EMF are 
generated by the current that passes through the cable. Many fish and 
benthic invertebrate species are known to be able to detect EMF. The 
following fish species that have been recorded within the Dee Estuary 
are known to exhibit a response to electric fields: thornback ray, sea 
lamprey, European eel, cod, plaice, and Atlantic salmon.  

5.5.7. In a technical response to NRW during the determination of the 
Consented Development (FUL/000246/23), and Marine License 
application (Licence number: CML2365), it was demonstrated that for a 
DC cable similar to that for the Proposed Development (33kV, three 
core x 630 mm2 cable with a current rating of 750 A (although that of 
the Proposed Development will be an even lower amperage)), with 
grounded metallic sheath, and buried at 1 m below surface, there will 
be no detectible electric fields external to the metallic sheath.  

5.5.8. While the cable will generate static magnetic fields, which will not be 
screened by the metallic sheath, the EMF generated by the cables is 
likely to be ~0.1 µT, calculated for a cable buried at 1 m in depth. This is a 
magnetic field of extremely low values, and these values are much 
lower than any of those cited from the published literature on the 
matter where effects may occur on marine life. The Proposed 
Development will bury the cable at an even greater depth of 2-3 m in 
the intertidal area. Consequently, the impacts associated with EMF will 
be negligible. 

5.6. MITIGATION 

5.6.1. The installation of the HDD Exit Pit on Talacre Beach is currently 
programmed to avoid most of the little tern breeding season by 
carrying out the HDD Conduit, and Exit Pit works during February and 
March 2026. The activities for the installation of the electrical cable on 
Talacre Beach will carry out the activities towards the end of the little 
tern breeding season from early July 2026. The installation works will 
also be carried out away from the main areas of foraging for the Little 
Tern and will be monitored throughout construction by an Ecological 
Clerk of Works. 
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5.6.2. The protected species located within the Gronant Dunes habitats, such 
as sand lizard, natterjack toad, and great crested newt will be avoided 
by installing the HDD conduit under these dunes.  

5.6.3. Mitigation measures will be included within the CEMP and detailed in a 
Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS). An Ecological 
Clerk of Works (ECoW) will be present during construction (where 
required). A Biosecurity Risk Assessment (BRA) and invasive non-native 
species (INNS) Management Plan will be produced and implemented. 

5.7. SUMMARY 

5.7.1. Overall, the habitats recorded within the Survey Area in 2025 closely 
match the habitat types and extents recorded during the 2021/2022 
NVC and intertidal phase 1 habitat survey; the Survey Area covered 
similar areas to the 2021/2022 NVC survey. Full condition assessments 
were made of each of the habitats for use within the NBB assessment, 
where they will be discussed further.  

5.7.2. The habitats were observed as similar in condition to previous surveys, 
but more scrub was noted growing on the open dunes in 2025 than in 
2021/2022. The scrub consisted mostly of hawthorn and sycamore. 

5.7.3. Due to the similar habitat types present, it is reasonable to conclude 
that the habitat baseline has not changed sufficiently for there to be 
any impacts beyond those identified in the Consented Development.  

5.7.4. One possible consequence of the cable’s shift eastwards is that it now 
brings the HDD directly beneath the dune slacks, which may impact 
upon hydrology within this area and the species this habitat supports. 
However, given the small diameter of the cable/conduit proposed, any 
impact is likely to be minimal and localised in extent.  

5.7.5. The updated desk study records and the 2025 survey of the Proposed 
Development show the habitats present are still suitable to support 
protected species to the same extent as those identified within the 
2021 and 2022 species surveys with two exceptions: 

• There is one tree within the RLB with features suitable for 
supporting small numbers of bats (which will be unaffected, due to 
the use of HDD in this area of the RLB); and 

• There is no longer any suitable habitat for water vole within the RLB. 
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6. ARBORICULTURE 

6.1. INTRODUCTION  

6.1.1. This section outlines the baseline conditions of sensitive arboricultural 
receptors assessed for the Proposed Development and the 
methodology employed for updating and validating the baseline tree 
data.  

6.2. METHODOLOGY 

6.2.1. A desk study has been undertaken to review the existing tree data 
(collected for the Consented Development) and assess the impacts of 
the Proposed Development on individual trees and groups of trees.  

6.3. BASELINE  

6.3.1. The baseline data for the Consented Development was collected 
during 2022 with walkover surveys capturing information for individual 
trees and groups of trees in line with British Standard 5837:2012 ‘Trees 
in relation to design, demolition and construction – Recommendations’ 
(BSI, 2012). 

6.3.2. The desk study undertaken for the Consented Development found no 
records for tree preservation orders, conservation areas, ancient 
woodland or veteran trees within the application boundary.  

6.4. BASELINE VALIDATION  

6.4.1. The tree data collected for the Consented Development has been 
remotely validated with no additional trees or groups of trees reported 
for the Proposed Development. 

6.5. SUMMARY 

6.5.1. The Proposed Development, as described in Section 3 of this report, has 
been assessed has having no additional impacts to trees. 

6.5.2. If additional impacts to trees are identified post construction, the 
mitigation measures detailed in the Outline Arboricultural Method 
Statement (AMS) presented in Annex D should be adopted.  
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7. CONCLUSION 

7.1.1. The desk-based studies and walkover surveys set out in this report have 
validated that the environmental baseline conditions for the Proposed 
Development are consistent with those of the Consented 
Development (focusing on Cultural Heritage, Biodiversity and 
Arboriculture). 

CULTURAL HERITAGE 

7.1.2. The desk-based studies and walkover surveys conducted for Cultural 
Heritage conclude that the archaeological potential remains consistent 
with the baseline established in the 2023 Historic Environment Desk-
based Assessment.  

7.1.3. The site is expected to have high archaeological survival, particularly 
within alluvial tidal flat deposits. Although two WWII aircraft crash sites 
are located nearby, the cable alignment avoids them by over 100 m, 
eliminating the need for a Ministry of Defence licence. The use of HDD 
will minimize disturbance to archaeological layers, and an 
archaeological watching brief will be conducted during excavation of 
the HDD exit pit. A PAD will also be in place to manage any unexpected 
archaeological findings in the inter-tidal area. Temporary minor 
impacts on the setting of the Point of Ayr Lighthouse are anticipated 
due to construction activities, but these are not considered significant 
due to mitigation measures outlined in the CEMP. 

BIODIVERSITY 

7.1.4. The baseline information gathered during the desk-based studies and 
walkover surveys conducted in 2025 show conditions similar to those 
recorded in 2021/2022, with only minor changes such as increased 
scrub growth. Protected species habitats remain largely unchanged, 
with the exception of one tree suitable for bats (which will be 
unaffected, due to the use of HDD in this area of the RLB) and the 
absence of water vole habitat. There is therefore considered to be no 
change to the baseline from that recorded for the Consented 
Development. 

7.1.5. During construction, temporary habitat loss, disturbance to designated 
sites and Section 7 Priority Habitats, as well as protected species, have 
the potential to occur, but these will be mitigated through: 

• the scheduling of works to avoid sensitive periods (such as the little 
tern breeding season); 
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• The use of the HDD method itself, as it allows the cable to pass 
beneath sensitive dune habitats, avoiding direct impacts on 
protected species; 

• implementing a PWMS, BRA, and invasive species management 
plan; and 

• An ECoW will also oversee construction activities, where necessary. 

During operation, the cables would lead to the generation of EMF. 
However, this will not be sufficient to cause any adverse effects on 
marine receptors. 

ARBORICULTURE 

7.1.6. The arboriculture data collected for the Consented Development has 
been remotely validated, with no additional trees or groups of trees 
reported for the Proposed Development. This data (and surveys 
undertaken to inform Section 5) confirm the foreshore vegetation is 
identified as scrub. This also concludes that the proposed pipeline 
installation method is not expected to impact existing trees. If any 
unforeseen impacts arise post-construction, mitigation measures 
outlined in the Outline Arboricultural Method Statement will be 
implemented. 

SUMMARY 

7.1.7. In summary, overall, the environmental baseline recorded within the 
Site during this validation exercise closely matches that recorded 
during surveys and desk studies undertake to support the application 
for the Consented Development. It is therefore concluded that, across 
the environmental topics considered in this report, baseline has not 
changed sufficiently for there to be any impacts beyond those 
identified for the Consented Development. Moreover, the 
implementation of recommended mitigation measures will further 
ensure that adverse impacts on receptors do not occur. 

7.1.8. As the new TCPA application for the Proposed Development is seeking 
re-authorisation of the same works already consented under 
application FUL/000246/23, it can be concluded that no significant 
adverse impacts will occur. 
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Annex D 
OUTLINE ARBORICULTURE METHOD 
STATEMENT 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

This Outline AMS describes arboricultural protection measures to protect retained 
trees as part of the Proposed Development. An AMS is a dynamic document that shall 
be reviewed prior to the issuing of any tender documentation. It shall be revised to 
accommodate any design amendments or known construction methodologies and 
must be read in conjunction with the Tree Protection Plan submitted for the 
Consented Development.  

Effective tree protection can only be achieved by adherence to a logical sequence of 
works combined with effective arboricultural supervision. The purpose of 
arboricultural monitoring is to ensure that all tree protection measures are fit for 
purpose, are implemented in accordance with any approved details and as a means 
of enabling any previously unforeseen arboricultural issues to be promptly identified 
and suitably addressed. 

An Arboricultural Clerk of Works (ACoW) shall be appointed to oversee the tree 
protection during the enabling and construction phases. 

The role of the ACoW is to: 

• Advise the client and principal contractor on tree protection issues; 

• Attend site as required to advise on variations; 

• Supervise works undertaken within construction exclusion zones (CEZ); and 

• Inspect and report on the status of tree protection measures in place during 
the construction phase. 

The ACoW shall attend site: 

• Prior to commencement of works to ensure tree protection fencing is in 
place; and 

• Periodically during the construction phase. 

Tree protection fencing shall be fit for the purpose of excluding construction activity 
and appropriate for the degree and proximity of work taking place.  

Tree protection fencing will be used to prevent access to the root protection areas 
(RPAs) of retained trees and this will form the construction exclusion zone and should 
be erected prior to works on site.  

An example of the type of tree protection fencing which may be required is included 
in Figure D.1. 



 

 

 

 

 

Key: 
1. Standard scaffold poles 
2. Heavy gauge 2 m tall galvanised tube and welded mesh infill panels 
3. Panels secured to uprights and cross-members with wire ties 
4. Ground level 
5. Uprights driven into the ground until secure (minimum depth 0.6 m) 
6. Standard scaffold clamps 

Figure D.1- Example of appropriate tree protection fencing 




